
We are writing collectively to you today to 
announce the new priorities for the RTO/ERO 
Foundation and to ask for your support during 
this exciting time of transition.

Through a special gift made by RTO/ERO, on 
behalf of all RTO/ERO members, to the campaign 
for the Chair in Geriatrics, you are already a part 
of the momentum to create a lasting legacy for 
all seniors. 

In the coming months, the Foundation will 
be updating its website and producing literature 
to promote our new priorities. But we can’t wait 
until then to ask for your support. 

As you consider your year-end donations, we 
ask that you include the RTO/ERO Foundation 
among your charities of choice.

It is an invigorating time for the Foundation 
as we enter the next phase of fundraising and 
granting.

So what is next for the Foundation? 
That is the question we have been asked 

frequently ever since members and donors came 
together to achieve the goal of establishing a 
Chair in Geriatrics. 

The short answer is: our future vision is 
boundless! 

When the Foundation was established in 
2011, there were multiple goals (in legal terms 
they are called objects) among them (to para-
phrase):

• Establish a Chair in Geriatrics 
• Support research in geriatrics and/or geron-
tology at post-secondary institutions 
• Support to community projects/groups that 
enhance the quality of life for seniors

The Chair campaign is complete, and we 
have only just begun to realize the tremendous 
impact that the RTO-ERO Foundation and its 
supporters can have on the overarching goal of 
improving the quality of life of seniors.

 
With the intention of obtaining feedback on 

the other goals of the Foundation, a survey (in 
French and English) was broadly distributed to 
over 2,900 donors and members in early October 

- 3/4 via email and 1/4 via mail. Members were 
selected randomly with each district represented 
via email and mail.

The results have been tabulated and here are 
some highlights:

• Overall 59% response rate (higher via 
email, lower via mail); this compares to aver-
age 34% response rate from other RTO-ERO 
surveys 
• Overall 88% support for the Foundation’s 
goal of supporting geriatrics and/or gerontol-
ogy research and training at post-secondary 
institutions 
• Distinct support for geriatric programs and 
services at local hospitals and for Ontar-
io-based seniors organizations

We are reviewing all the results, including 
almost 200 separate comments, and will be 
incorporating them into our new fundraising and 
granting priorities of the Foundation.

For now, we are proceeding with this high 
priority - high impact goal:

Geriatrics/Gerontology Research & 
Training at Post-Secondary Institutions 
- grants through-out Ontario and possi-
bly beyond.

With our new mandate, and your support, 
together we will have a tremendous impact on 
the quality of life of seniors.

Thank you.
Sincerely, 

RTO-ERO Foundation Board

Valerie Mah, Chair
Harold Brathwaite, Secretary  
June Szeman
Martin Higgs
Norbert Boudreau
Joan S. Murphy

A Special Letter from the
RTO/ERO Foundation Board of Directors



WAYS TO DONATE
 
Online: Donate Now
 
Mail/Fax:
 Download the donation form and mail/fax to:

Yolanda Bronstein
Director of Advancement & Fundraising 

RTO/ERO Foundation 
300-18 chemin Spadina Rd

Toronto ON M5R 2S7
416-962-1061

 
Phone:
Call Yolanda at 416-962-9463 x 245 / 1-800-361-9888 x 245


