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A MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIR AND EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

The Foundation has been very busy over the last six months with 

the further development of our granting program. 

Following the Board’s decision last fall to invest into 

building the capacity of the Foundation, we are now 

supporting eleven projects, including the ongoing work 

of Dr. Paula Rochon, RTO/ERO Chair in Geriatric Medicine. 

In fact, we have now awarded grants totaling close to $250,000 in 

just the last 18 months alone! 

Just last month we announced the funding of four community-based projects that aim to address social 

isolation in vulnerable seniors.  What is especially exciting is that these projects take place in 

communities across Ontario, including London, Guelph, Ottawa and Prince Edward County.  You will find 

some more information on these projects further on in our report. 

Of course, we would not be able to fund these projects without the support of RTO/ERO members and 

friends.  Your support provides the Foundation with sustainable funding, and enables us to focus on 

granting and sharing the impact of your support.  

Thank you to all of our Foundation donors! 

The Foundation Board has made communications and member engagement a priority for 2017. We are 

reaching out to more members and friends to share our impact and ask for their support. A 

Communications Audit is scheduled for this summer, and the Foundation section of the website has been 

updated and refreshed. 

Aging-related research and the training of our healthcare professionals in geriatrics and gerontology is 

more critical than ever, and the RTO/ERO Foundation is one of the few Canadian foundations providing 

funding in this area.  It is only through the collective impact of our retired and retiring education 

community that we are able to address this funding gap.   

As a member of the RTO/ERO, you are providing the kind of leadership needed to encourage others to 

contribute to this important work. 

And most important, you are contributing to a healthier and more active aging experience for older 

adults. 

Thank you!      


