
FOUNDATION NEWS - September 2015

Dear Heather,
The result of our June teleconference calls prompts me to quote from Henry Ford as we address our new Founda-
tion ventures.  I would like to share this quote with you.
 
“Coming together is a beginning: keeping together is progress; working together is success.” Henry Ford
 
As always, I welcome your input, ideas, questions and/or concerns.
Sincerely,

Leo Normandeau
Chair, District Foundation Representatives

Dr. Paula Rochon - RTO/ERO Chair in Geriatric Medicine
 
The Board was pleased to welcome Dr. Rochon - recently announced as the inaugural RTO/ERO Chair in Geri-
atric Medicine - to its August 20th Foundation Board meeting.  After welcoming remarks from President Valerie 
Mah, Dr. Rochon shared with the Board how the Chair position would relate with RTO/ERO emphasizing trans-
parency and inclusion in her research and related initiatives.
 
Although Dr. Rochon will be out of the country during the Fall Senate she will be available for future Senates. 
And she will be recording a video message which we will share later this fall. Jim Grieve, Valeria Mah and Yolan-
da Bronstein (Director of Advancement and Fundraising) will be meeting with Dr. Rochon monthly and will be 
sharing updates.

2015 Granting - Process and Timelines
  
The 2015 Granting process is well underway with all Ontario medical schools aware of the RTO/ERO Founda-
tion granting process and timelines.  The deadline for submissions is Friday September 18, 2015.  This will be 
followed by the Grant Review Committee’s evaluations and recommendations to the Foundation Board in early 
October.   It is hoped that the 2015 grant recipients will be announced at the Fall Senate.
 
Serving on the Grant Review Committee with be experts Dr. Paula Rochon and Dr. Samir Sinha along with 
Foundation representatives Jim Grieve, Valerie Mah and Yolanda Bronstein.

District Foundation Representative - Teleconference Calls in late June
 
The series of teleconference calls with DFR’s held in late June resulted in many excellent suggestions and a great 
exchange of views.  The Foundation Board is happy to incorporate your suggestions.  Two topics of considerable 
discussion and follow up include:
Incorporating some of your suggestions related to our new funeral home donation cards, and related distribution 
strategy; and
Including a ‘sound bite’ with key messaging as part of each Foundation News for you to share within your Dis-
trict - such as through District newsletters and websites.  See next section for our first ‘sound bite’.



 New - Sound Bite
 
RTO/ERO Chair in Geriatric Medicine - announcement:
Dr. Paula Rochon has been named the inaugural RTO/ERO Chair in Geriatric Medicine, University of Toronto. 
A full-page article about Dr. Rochon will appear in the Fall issue of Renaissance. 
 
2015 Granting:
We have spoken with the deans at all the medical schools in Ontario and are well into the 2015 granting cycle. 
The deadline for grant proposal submissions is September 18, 2015. Following a thorough review and selection 
process by the Foundation Board, we expect to make announcements regarding successful grant recipients at Fall 
Senate.
 
The medical schools are:
McMaster University - Hamilton
Northern Ontario School of Medicine - Sudbury/Thunder Bay
Queen’s University - Kingston
University of Ottawa - Ottawa
Western University - London
Note: University of Toronto will be omitted from this granting cycle.

Other Highlights from the August 20th  Foundation Board Meeting
The Board approved the appointment of Mr. Jack Panozzo, Program Manager, Catholic Charities to the Founda-
tion Board of Directors to fill one of the two Director positions from the community.
President Mah introduced and welcomed Deanna Byrtus as the new part-time Foundation coordinator.
Two member fundraising campaigns are planned for later this fall.

Important Dates
September 18
Deadline for 2015 grant proposal submissions

October 13
Foundation Board meeting

October 19-21
Fall Senate 

How To Donate

There are many ways you can make a donation, please share these with your District webmasters and newsletter 
editors.
 
Online (including one-time, monthly, In Memory and In Honour):      www.rto-ero.org/ways-give-0
 
Phone:     Yolanda (office hours: Mon, Wed, Thur 8:30-4:30)
  416-962-9463 x 245 or 1-800-361-9888
 
Email:  ybronstein@rto-ero.org 
 
Mail: Cheques payable to:  RTO/ERO Foundation
    300-18, chemin Spadina Road, Toronto ON M5R 2S7




















