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“What is the shortest word in the English language
that contains the letters: abcdef?
Answer: Feedback.
Don’t forget that feedback is one of the essential
elements of good communication.”

As I am writing this message, it is 30 degrees
outside. It certainly doesn’t feel like Fall in
spite of what the calendar says. However, I
hope you are enjoying this unusual weather
doing all those activities you may have missed
earlier in the summer.
In addition to changes in our
governance model for 2018,
RTO-ERO both locally and provincially will be celebrating our
50th anniversary. Committee
members, Heather Wilson Boast, Mary Anne
Silverthorn and Cathy Racz are hard at work
planning local celebrations. They are also very
open to feedback. If you have a great idea for

our district to celebrate our 50th anniversary,
please let Heather know.
Our Member Outreach Chair,
Karen Miller, is also looking for
feedback from the membership.
While we have established regular programs and activities such
as the Golf and Bridge tournaments, our Wellness Day and our Banquets, we
could always improve on what we offer our
members. Possibilities are: a book club, a curling tournament, card parties, etc. Please submit your ideas to Karen.
Finally, with respect to our travel program, the
Executive has decided to
Continued on page 2
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In Memoriam

Brenda Seymour—August 2017
Douglas H. Ross – August 2017
Cheryl Worrall – September 2017

President’s message continued

pursue a relationship with
Merit Travel. This travel
agency is endorsed by RTO/
ERO Provincial. Many districts are using Merit Travel
for their organized trips.
Once a contact person is established for that
position locally, you will be hearing our plans
for travel in the District. Please submit ideas
for travel experiences.


Day Trips



Shows, Shopping, etc.



Canadian Tours



International Trips

You may also wish to check the RTO/ERO Website for travel resources and articles:

Remembering Me
To the living, I am gone
To the sorrowful, I will never return
To the angry, I was cheated
But to the happy, I am at peace
And to the faithful, I have never left
I cannot speak, but I can listen
I cannot be seen, but I can be heard
So as you stand upon the shore
Gazing at the beautiful sea, remember me
As you look in awe at a mighty forest
And in its grand majesty, remember me
Remember me in your hearts,
In your thoughts, and the memories of the
Times we loved, the times we cried,
the battle we fought and the times we
laughed
For if you always think of me,
I will never have gone.
Anonymous

Goodwill Callers
Please submit numbers for
the Fall Banquet by October
20th to Karen Miller.
Phone: 519 539-2875
Email: millerk@rogers.com
Many thanks to Shirley Drew on her
“retirement” from the Goodwill Calling program
and her many years of dedicated service.
We are always looking for goodwill callers for
the future. If you think you might be interested,
please let Linda Di Ianni know. When I speak
with people in other RTO/ERO Districts, I find
that our Goodwill Calling program is not the
norm and they are anxious to begin one in their
own areas. It is unique because it reflects direct
contact with members and is a communication
tool from the Executive to the members.
Submitted by Linda DiIanni

https://www.rto-ero.org/search/node/travel
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Secretary
and

Retirement Planning Workshop

Recruitment

Mt Elgin Community Centre

Sandra Stock

4:30 pm

Tuesday October 17 2017

member to plan their shopping around
their schedule. The invitation for that
upcoming date will always be attached
to the electronic newsletter and included in the mailed newsletter.

Fall Banquet
Tuesday October 31st
Mt Elgin Community Centre
Social 11:30 a.m.
Dinner 12:00
Cost $ 15.00
Annual General Meeting to follow.


Elections



Proposed Budget 2017-2018

A representative from the Venngo Program
will be available to assist with registration in
the program

Reminder: Goodwill Callers will call
you to confirm your attendance.



The second change involves the list that
is generated for Columbia of the names
of our members who will shop there.
While this has worked well in the past,
Columbia is now prepared to accept the
RTO membership cards that we were all
issued when we retired. An example is
shown below. While we realize that
some of you may have misplaced or
lost this card, we have asked Columbia
to delay implementing this change until
2018.

If you need a new card, please phone the
RTO-ERO provincial office at 416 962-9463 or
1 800 361-9888 and ask for the Membership
department. Once connected, ask that you
be issued a new membership card. Please
don’t delay since it will be required in 2018 in
order to shop at Columbia.
Please note the next date is Oct 20-Nov 12.
Invitation is on page 11.

The Columbia Discount Shopping Program
has been one of the most popular perks in
our District. Upon discussion with Columbia,
two changes have been made to make it
even easier to shop.


P
t
y
R

123456
Member Name

The first change is that we will now
know in advance our shopping dates for
the upcoming year. This will allow the
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Our Graduating “Retiree” Class 2017

Mary Butler—St. Patrick’s
Donna Douglas—St. Michael’s
Laurie Foster—ESMB
Melanie Friest—SMHS
Janice Jones—Harrisfield

Linda Lewicki—St. Patrick’s
Deb Muck—St. Michael’s
Sandra Rayner—Msgr. O’Neil
Carol Rice—Winchester
Llynn Roode—Royal Roads

Jeannette Rooke—Algonguin
Joyce Tonner—Central
Susan Whitney— Central
Mary Jane Wilmot—St. Michael’s

RTO/ERO 50TH ANNIVERSARY
CELEBRATION
Heather WilsonBoast
519 485-1542

RTO/ERO will be celebrating the 50th Anniversary of
our organization in 2018. I am pleased to be working
on the provincial planning committee to develop strategies and activities for our celebration. We have
formed a local task force to plan our own celebration.
Come and join us. Share your ideas, your memories,
and the accomplishments of our District. If you are
interested, please contact me or anyone on the executive.

New Members
Mary Helen McIsaac
Vickie McNutt
Dale Rex
James Seymour
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Can you help
us out with a
situation?

It’s always nice to know who’s coming to dinner.
That’s why we have the Goodwill Callers phone
and email you to get an attendance count as of a
certain deadline. As you can imagine, both unexpected attendees to our banquets as well as
no-show members create difficulties for both
our District, the hall and the caterer. It is embarrassing to have to set up new places at the last
moment or to run out of food items.
Please be aware that uneaten meals have to be
paid for. We would ask for your understanding
and co-operation in giving a firm yes or no to the
Goodwill Caller within the deadline for response
which is generally 10 days before the banquet.
Having said that, we recognize that from time to
time we all have emergencies in our life that are
not anticipated and we certainly understand
that.
Thank you with helping us to resolve a situation
and to save on waste and money.

Joe Joe

Please remember to
bring and wear your
name tag at our
events.

Please check these websites regularly for updates:
https://www.facebook.com/venngoinc/
https://bestdoctors.com/
https://www.rto-ero.org/sites/default/files/
Eldercare%20Select%20flyer.pdf

Constitution
Dave Minielly
RTO/ERO Provincial is undergoing a new governance model. We do not know at this time the
impact or changes which will need to be made
to the constitution and bylaws for RTO/ERO District 37 Oxford. Therefore will be operating under the amended constitution from October
2016. No constitutional motions will be brought
forward to the October 2017 Annual General
meeting.

Yvonne, Theresa
On behalf of the membership and Executive of
District 37, I would like to extend sincere thanks to
both Yvonne Farquhar and Theresa De Serres for
their 20 years of dedicated service to the Executive.
Yvonne was a treasurer for District 37 from 1997
to 2008 and has continued to serve to the present
time as social committee chair, organizing our annual golf tournament. We hope to keep this tradition alive under the auspices of our Member Outreach chair, Karen Miller. Yvonne will continue to
remain active in the District by becoming a Goodwill Caller.
It was at Theresa’s suggestion that we all have and
wear our name tags at RTO/ERO events. She was
active in attending Pre-Senate meetings and Senate meetings in Toronto and in taking pictures at
our events. Theresa also worked with the Project
Service to Others committee and started the first
Golf tournament. She will remain active in the
District by continuing to make those name tags.
Many thanks, Yvonne and Theresa
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Social
Yvonne Farquhar
teala@execulink.com
519-539-5206

The 2017
RTO/ERO Annual Golf Tournament

It was decided to try a fall Golf Tournament this
year, so we booked it for Wednesday, Sept. 13.
Unfortunately, some of our regular participants
were unable to come because that was the week of
the Farm Show. We managed to pull together six
teams, so it was a go.
Wednesday, Sept. 13 was iffy for a while. The
forecast was for showers. When I sent out the
teams, I emphasized that the tournament would be
a go, rain or shine, because the temperature would
be warm. The day dawned bright and sunny. It was
a perfect day for golf. This year, we had 22 golfers,
11 former teachers and 11 non-teachers. I have a
hard time understanding why more of our own retired teachers choose not to participate in an event
which was originally planned for them. We had 2
first-time participants this year, one teacher, the
other not.
Helen Reid took pictures of each team prior to
them starting their golf, as well as a few afterwards
at the Putting Contest and during the awards. Everyone had a wonderful day of golfing. One of our
favourite challenges in the tournament is String
Golf. If you don’t know what it is, come on out for
one of the tournaments because it will probably be
offered again. The organizers for the tournament
were Yvonne Farquhar and Tim Underwood.
Many thanks go to Tim for all his assistance.
Retired Teachers of Ontario, Oxford District #37
President, Linda Di Ianni, was unable to be there to
welcome the participants, so Cathy Racz filled in.
She distributed score cards, rules of the game,
goodie bags and water. Tee times began at 11:00
am with 4 teams of four and 2 teams of three.
The winning team consisted of Helen Reid, Charlie Boast, Tim Underwood and Marg Freure.
This year there were 4 special prizes awarded:
Ladies closest to the pin, hole #5 – Pat Foord
Men closest to the pin, hole #8 – Mel Tomlinson

Ladies closest to the line, hole #6 – Shirley Telford
Men closest to the line, hole #6 – Martin Hartig
Following the round of golf, Mary-Margaret
Braund ran the putting contest. We had a 5-way tie
after the first round: Mary Auge, Angela Piovesan,
Marg Overveld, Yvonne Farquhar and Tim Underwood. The following 3 emerged as the winners:
Tim Underwood, Mary Auge and Angela Piovesan. The winners received a $20, $15 and $10
M&M’s card respectively.
All prizes were given out following the putting
contest. Everyone received a $15 gift card from
one of 2 locales in the area. The winning team received a $20 gift card from LCBO. A draw was
made for a shirt donated by golf course owner,
Henry Vink, with the winner being Shirley Telford. She was absolutely thrilled.
I have tendered my resignation for next year, but if
there is a tournament, RTO/ERO would look forward to seeing many of you return next year. Perhaps even a few new folks, retired teachers and
friends will join the tournament. This is not a serious tournament, just a fun time for former teachers, other RTO members and friends to get together for some social interaction. At this point, I can’t
say whether it would be a spring or fall tournament
next year. Be sure to talk it up to your friends for
next year. The entry fee this year was $40 which
covered the cost of the golf, the prizes, the goodie
bags and the water. Carts were rented by golfers
wishing to use carts. A special thanks for the continued support of $300 from RTO. Thanks to all
who came out to participate in this fun event. What
a great day!!!
If you have any suggestions that would be valid for
next year, please e-mail Karen Miller at
millerk@rogers.com with your ideas.
Submitted by: Yvonne Farquhar
Social Committee
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Upcoming 2017-2018 Events
for
RTO/ERO District 37 Oxford
Event

When

Fall Bridge Tournament October 12 2017
Retirement Planning
Workshop

October 17 2017

Fall Banquet & Annual
General Meeting

October 31 2017

Wellness Day

May 2 2018

Spring Banquet

June 5 2018

Spring Bridge

June 20 2018

Tournament
Annual Golf

September 20 2018

Tournament
Goodwill Callers’

October 10 2018

Luncheon
Retirement Planning
Workshop

October 17 2018

Fall Banquet & Annual
General Meeting

October 24 2018

Fall Bridge Tournament November 7 2018
7

RTO ERO District 37 is committed to supporting our members and continuing to build an active membership community. We are happy to announce that we are joining social media platforms such as Facebook,
Twitter, and eventually Instagram. This is a huge opportunity for us to develop and facilitate ability to
reach out and connect with the membership of our District. We are excited to share information with
you and hope that you will in turn share information with us.
If you are like most people, you may already use at least once social media platform. Connections can
help with accessing news and information in real time. In many ways, these social communities are
the virtual equivalent of church socials where friends gather to exchange news and get updates. It is
a great way to share tips and gather ideas. For some, it can be a way to reach out to members who
may be unable to attend events. This communication approach can maximize targeted reach while
minimizing waste. We are looking to increase our audience and hope that if you are currently connected on one of the social media platforms, you will reach out and like/share us on Facebook and
follow us on Twitter. This in turn will expand the audience of those who are currently members or
those who may be thinking of becoming a member in the future.
Many of our current members are very active in various organizations in our community, and we
would love to celebrate our members and share. If you volunteer or help out, we welcome pictures
and information that demonstrate what/how you are doing in the community. So let’s spread the
word! Let’s stay connected!
Facebook search “RTO ERO District 37”

Twitter
@rtoerooxford

In the meantime…got an idea or want to help out on
RTO/ERO committee/event, feel free to contact us.

Member at Large
Karen Miller
millerk@rogers.com
519-539-2875
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Date Correction
In our Pocket Planner for
2018, there is a correction.
In March 2018, on the
“NOTES” side, please
change March 14 1969 to
March 14 1968. The incorrect year was printed.

Service to Others
Karen Seguin
We were funded for
our STO project, Buddy
Benches for Oxford
Schools, to the amount
of $2500. Many thanks
to the committee who
worked to assemble
and submit the proposal – Karen, Karen and Janet.

Days for Girls is changing the status quo,
through providing lasting hygiene solutions, health education, and incomegeneration opportunity. Thus far we’ve
reached women and girls in 110+ countries. We are on target to reach 1 million
women and girls by the end of 2017.
https://www.daysforgirls.org/

This is to advise that the 2017-2018 RTO/ERO
Scholarship Application will be posted on RTO/
ERO’s website from the middle of October 2017
until the middle of February 2018. The application will be removed at the close of the February date. Please make a note of these dates.

Fall Senate
October23 –25th
Linda DiIanni , Bill Ebel and Helen
Reid will be attending the Fall Senate in Toronto. In preparation for this meeting, they will
attend a pre-senate meeting in Elgin.
A report will follow in the next newsletter regarding changes to the governance model and
impact for District 27.

In the summer newsletter, I talked about the
District participating in the Days for Girls program which makes menstrual kits for girls in
third world countries. These kits allow girls to
continue their schooling on those days rather
than having to stay at home and miss out on
their studies. While we need volunteers with
sergers to sew, we also need volunteers to prepare the material, cut the material, assemble
the kits, make bags and do quality control. You
may also bring a friend or two who is not an
RTO member to help. If you are interested,
please let Linda Di Ianni know by October 31st
and we can set an appropriate meeting place
and date for our training session in early November.
Submitted by Linda DiIanni
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Please consider supporting the RTO/ERO Foundation which is a registered Canadian Foundation that
invests in innovate initiatives promoting healthy, active aging. To donate visit:
http://www.rto-ero.org/support-the-foundation/ways-to-give/gifts-in-memory-and-in-honour
Contact : Yolanda Bronstein 1-800-361-9888 ybronstein@rto-ero.org
Did you know that the RTO/ERO Foundation was established on behalf of RTO/ERO members as a means to
support critical aging-related research, education and community action?
That's why, in 2011, the RTO/ERO Foundation began the effort to raise funds to endow a $3 million Chair in
Geriatric Medicine at the University of Toronto.
That goal was achieved in 2014, with the choice in 2015 of Dr. Paula Rochon, Vice President of Research at
Women's College Hospital, as the inaugural holder of the RTO/ERO Chair in Geriatric Medicine.
However, there has continued to be a significant gap in the knowledge of health professionals and others in
how to meet the complex needs of a fast growing generation of older adults.
Through 2016, the Foundation engaged experts in the field of aging, to identify gaps in funding. As a result
of this and consultations with RTO/ERO Members, we determined new funding priorities, as follows:


Aging-related Research



Training in Geriatrics/Gerontology



Innovative Community-based Programs to Reduce Social Isolation in Seniors

Since then, RTO/ERO members and friends have continued to champion these priorities through the funding of ten new projects, totalling $260,000.
The health and prosperity of seniors is of prime importance to the over 76,000 RTO/ERO members.
"Can you imagine the collective impact we could have if every RTO/ERO member donated just $10 a
year?" says Joanne Murphy, Chair of the Foundation Board, President of District 33 (Chatham/Kent) and
Past President of the RTO/ERO. "It's our goal to raise $1 million a year to fund these priorities, so that we
can make a real difference in enhancing the quality of life for aging adults."
The RTO/ERO Foundation shares the belief that seniors are valuable and contributing members of society.
All are worthy of respect and deserve to age successfully and with dignity.
Our staff, volunteers, and donors are excited about the ongoing work of the RTO/ERO Foundation.
We hope you will join us in making our goal a reality!
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Newsletter Editor

Web Site Master

Helen Reid

Perry Hughes

hreid001@sympatico.ca

rto37.perry@gmail.com

519-485-5480
Many thanks for submissions to
our Fall newsletter. Please continue to send in reports, travel
logs, stories and photos which
may be of interest to our members.
We are very interested in capturing highlights from members’ careers in education for
our 50th anniversary. Heather,
Cathy, Linda and myself would
enjoy an afternoon of listening to stories and experiences. What a wonderful way to preserve our
local history and the contributions made by our
members. We all played a part!

Helen Reid
12 Kirwin Drive
Ingersoll ON
N5C 3M3
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Visit our web site at
http://district37.rto-ero.org

http://district37.rto-ero.org
Our website received a “facelift”. The new version
of Drupal was installed. Hopefully members will
find the site much easier to navigate. Please pop
in. Your feedback is appreciated.

Do not “junk” us! Please
check your junk email box. You
may be missing out on messages.

Notify RTO/ERO Provincial at 1-800-361-9888 if there
is a change to your address, telephone or email.

