
The RTO/ERO Foundation  
Use this in every issue of your local newsletters   

"The RTO/ERO Charitable Foundation continues to support 

research into ways to improve the lives of seniors. Last year it 

awarded $100,000 to fund four grants in Aging Research and 

Training at medical schools across Ontario; as well as an 

inaugural grant of $50,000 to create a community-based model 

for identifying and engaging vulnerable isolated seniors.  

If you wish to support this important work, you can do so online 

by visiting www.rto-ero.org/support-the-foundation; calling 416-

962-9463, ext. 271; or mailing your donation to the RTO/ERO 

Foundation at 18 Spadina Road, Suite 300, Toronto, ON M5R 2S7. 

Many members are choosing our charity when paying tribute to 

friends, colleagues or family members who have passed away. 

Cards are available at many funeral homes but if not, they are 

available to be picked up from the Foundation office, or 

download the Memorial Donor Form from the website." 

Bits & Bites: A Monthly Update for District 

Foundation Representatives 
RTO/ERO Foundation 2/14/2017 [Edition 1, Volume 1] 

 
Janet’s Story 

 
2nd VP District 22 

Foundation Rep 

The Foundation Seems to be Everywhere!  

It was just a short time ago when we 

began to hear about The Foundation.  But 

it is “ours” and the word is getting out 

there. 

In October, I was invited to attend a 

luncheon at the Royal York Hotel. I 

brought up our Foundation and the $3 

million that it had raised for the RTO/ERO 

Chair in Geriatric Medicine.   

Then to my surprise, and the surprise of 

the women at my table, the event began 

with an introduction of the topic of aging 

and RTO/ERO’s incredible involvement 

in the initiative of The Foundation. 

Then, Dr. Paula Rochon was introduced 

via Skype and she talked about “us”.  The 

women at my table thought that I had set 

this up, it was so very perfect. 

I find that I am getting more excited about 

The Foundation because it clearly is 

coming to be known outside of the 

education community.  And I want to be 

a part of that.   

 

How Your Donation Helps… 

Your tax-deductible gift will support projects like these 

 Help identify vulnerable, isolated seniors and remove the 

barriers that prevent them from actively engaging in their 

community 

 Train future orthopedic surgeons on how to interact more 

effectively with their senior patients 

 Create an evidence-based tool to be used by volunteers 

and family members to improve the cognitive abilities of 

dementia sufferers 

 Mentor medical students to encourage them to specialize 

in geriatrics 

 And so much more... 

Watch for our refreshed and updated website at www.rto-

ero.org/support-the-foundation, coming in March! 

http://www.rto-ero.org/support-the-foundation
http://www.rto-ero.org/support-the-foundation
http://www.rto-ero.org/support-the-foundation


 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 District Foundation Representatives Resource Centre  

Following feedback from our DFR teleconference calls, where 34 of 48 Districts participated, we will be 

offering these calls to Districts on a quarterly basis.  The primary discussion points for this call related to the 

need for improved quality and frequency of communications to our District members, through you. 

This inaugural issue of Bits & Bytes is the first of a monthly communication document that you can use to in 

your District communications.  You can read the full summary and report by contacting Deanna Byrtus at 

foundation@rto-ero.org.  

Feel Free to Use the Foundation Logo!        

RTO/ERO Foundation Current Grant Commitments 

Grantee Project Amount Granting Focus 

Hamilton Council on Aging Hamilton Senior’s Social Isolation Project – 

a collaboration with seven community 

organizations  

$50,000 Social Isolation 

Ryerson, AGE & McMaster Online Dementia Education program 

aimed at a variety of health care students 

$24,989 Geriatrics/gerontology 

research & training 

Northern Ontario School of 

Medicine, University of 

Guelph, University of Ottawa, 

Lakehead University 

 A toolkit for healthcare professionals 

caring for older LGBT adults facing the end 

of their lives 

$24,750 Geriatrics/gerontology 

research & training 

Mount Sinai Hospital, 

University of Toronto 

Evaluation of a Geriatric Education 

Program for Orthopedic Surgery Residents 

$24,655 Geriatrics/gerontology 

research & training 

Baycrest, University of 

Toronto, Meighen Manor, 

Rekai Centres (Sherbourne 

Place & Wellesley Central 

Place) 

Volunteer-administered cognitive 

stimulation to enhance the quality of life of 

adults aging in long-term care 

$25,000 Geriatrics/gerontology 

research & training 

 
We’re Looking for Pictures & 

Stories… 

We are looking for stories from our 

members related to our newest funding 

stream – social isolation.  

If you know of someone who would like 

to share their experience or that of 

someone they know, please ask them to 

write it down and forward it to our 

District Foundation Representative. 

The RTO/ERO Foundation has just announced its first-ever Social Isolation grant call for 

proposals! Two grants of up $25,000 each are available for community organizations that are 

registered Canadian charities, and that promote the well-being of older adults as core to their 

mission.  If you are aware of an organization in your community that is using innovative 

approaches to reducing social isolation in seniors, please pass on our Grant Criteria. 
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